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i. ;,t the request of following <iu® s * 

tiona concerning the liability of an employes of the 0:3 
for damages resulting from en automobile accident caused 
by his awn n sgi Ig enc e while aotJ.ng lit the scope of his 
employment were checked: , 


(a) whether any OongrossliDnal act exonerated 
Federal employees from liability to third parties 


under such circumstances; 


whether Congress had by special act 


relieved m 


dividual employees ffbis such liability# 


E. pith regard to the first point, a general statute 
authorised heads of Federal departments to ad j list ol alias 
for deuruu.g>-.; to private property not exceeding $1000, 
cauaed by the negligence of any off lq©r or _-employee acting 
within the score of his employment (31 tj. S. C. 21b)* the 
Oecr-ctorv of Btste lias similar powers to settle c—oicis 
arising from the “act or omission* of United States officers 
o.r e&oioveeu in territories where' the United States has 
©TtrGt©rrI toriol ^risdiotion U* -3e Or 2240.)* rh.0 
Postmaster General may specifically fliettle even those 
claims (up to *500 in amount, arising from the negligent 
of Poj t Office employe as acting in tlto scope of their empj.oy«> 
dent (31 Vi. 3. C.” 224c). Ihe Attorney General can also 
settle claiuus against FBI agents, who _ were not acting in 
the scope of their employment (SI If . S» C. 224b ) . On tas 
other hand, th© Secretory of War edoliot cattle claims 
arising from the negligence of far Department employees 
isiu. C. SBSfcl see disc !>. C. Code, 390 . 1-903 #0:1037) . 
It will be notod tltat uone of theae j*tatut©s rallev© the 
employee of nny personal liability for his negligence tz> 
a person injured thereby* 


3. h recant 3 .prime Court decision reaffirms the 
principle that even public instrumentalities or public 
officers ixvq individually liable ©s lagente for_their 
own negligence . Brady v. Roosevelt J3S Go*. SI? u*^o. 

575 ev L* Ed. 471, 63 Sup. Ct. 425, rev. 126 ff v^d) 

169* certiorari grunted 317 If. 3* 609, 03 bup* Ct. 54, 

S7 L. '1 . 495, certiorari denied Roolaovolt S3 Co. v. Brady, 
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£19 U. i5. 793, 63 imp, Ct. 1320, 87 L* M. 1714 
r sneering denied, 310 U. 3. 799,*. 63 Sup. Ct* It* ' 

cf that Casa tha adjalnistratrlx 

ZLr r, Q \'!' b :t ?f \cnBtaaa official who whSladS 

tlie lucult of tna breaking of e defective - 

laduer while boarding a vessel operated for tPe 

c °»» a privet© agency, sued th© *' 

AfcStr •et Paa rt for ******* ^ des * tna suits in • 

^ * qo originally held that a maritime 
*oi t ffto involved; that under the ect the vemadv w*n 

X ^f X « ■» F le Un *ted States or the United 

v«p®d this ^ holding thlt^the^lntentlon^o^the ??t 

"*ine*U*4 .m ST^ibS*^ stateo ailppinE from 

fi . ilillr % private IS&'tTtS&'l.ST” ■■ <■* 
■m*. .fustics Douglas said: r ’ ortJ# •■•- 

hr^ S i ,L f eb i Uity °f en e «® at hi a own negligence 
h^L. ion? bear; or .ibedcUd in the law. " PiH™ £' 
£uteJiol£on_Co., 121 y (2) 90, ia 

ota.oa, of tbaT priaoipla to. a sltlwif^lSa 

t-ciottb-- rt 01 ®-. , But prinaipie ia an . 
nu> 3 ?, 4/ aild applies avail to aerteln acts of 

!?*J? or Publlo. iwtraMetaUtf;^ L 

^hipyayda cijffp. X«_gmer*enoy Fleet 

TSvirrjaeint ha 7 i instruKentmXity oT~ 

C“ ; cn ^J b ® and for tha greatest ends, 

-ht-nt , because ho ia agent, does not oeaa® 

*>• fcm-warable for his acts.*" ® 

16 C.*Q. Is? »«lr-a4 by lmplieation .to 

Bureau of » R * • *2 i : .hh exploy 00 of tha 

sent rmt oiJfeuTto^- • S - „ 

. , i0 57 n^?“w •♦!'*?? T °** w, * t; that after repairs and 
decided Goreraiacjit was $50.80, which was 

d - Ci . d,5Q to 3{? oacrgeatolo to the employee. The accident/ 


hQ*®vv? ~~~r 4 T w xae acoiaant;* 

official hunin^s. iJ it 0 7*f ^ on 

chS f efU f eil 1;labillt * ™ * <&«? oalhefto^imposler 

chcx e j.hg tno uovemoent with lachos, hut it we© decided* 

' t , w & 4 C ‘ u, w not b© charged against the sovereign 

Te' J\% tho^iiohility of ^ 

Er/;4rc" ' l iTa M Pro f^ y by, the 

oSnio - 4 ? U <2 aotli ®8 the scope of their 

‘ tecific -»ta^ed, thet ^In, th© absenti© of a 

lilhi LS 1 o y ? roviaioB the Qovornment ia not 
ott l 4 2 ?;f ° r dfmH & ea resulting froa the negligent 
o t ,1 .to officers or employees",, citing the German U anfc 

C6 ^>prittffia*Rel4i«fc<»Q1/Qa«» =jfil%*eBi%Pf^BP9S#?? 7 iS^f the : 
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aaorgeKoy Hflillaf Appropriation i^ct of 1939 and Sets. 20 
Oa uho Act af 1938, allow ing/WPJ, Commissioner and Hew 
iorli: Adialuiatrator to adjust claims up to $500. it ~ ’ 

would seeis to follow that in th«|i absence of contrary 
legislation,, government employ©^ remain liable to 
thiru peruons Injured by their tjorts, 

3. » ith regard second point, there 

appear to be no private congress lonal acts relieving 
lederel employees from liability in oases where the' 
Government, hod settled claims arising from their negligent 
I in casfis y'Aqi'g judgments had bean obtained against 
tneia personally . There are numerous private acts coia- 
pemaating private individuals for injuries suffered as 
tile result cf negligence of government employees, See 
:or irnitaroe the Act of April 14, 1937 (Oh. 83, Sec. 420- 
vriv ate paying $5000 to one A. D. Hampton for the " 

death o 1 t ehUd killed by ar automobile operated by © 
employee, who is neither named nor relioved. See 
also the /ct Of April 15, 1937 (Ch. 96, See. 316, Private 
»j } , awaidii^g ,1,2500 to Edward and Aurelia Garoiu for 
on; sage s caused by a CCC truck driven by John House: there 

£o*t relieving House? 
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